
 
  

 

 
 

2009 WLWCA Annual Conference in La Crosse Convenes in 27 Days! 

Registration for the 2009 WLWCA Annual Conference December 9-10 at the La Crosse Center in La Crosse is still open!  The early 
registration deadline was extended to tomorrow, November 13 to accommodate those who wish to attend the just announced 
WALCE/DATCP panel discussion regarding the Working Lands Initiative’s conservation component.  You can still take advantage of 
the early registration prices by faxing your registration to 608-441-2676, Emailing to kirsten@wlwca.org or postmarking your 
registration November 13.  Are you concerned you might miss the deadline?  Don’t worry!  We’ll still accept your registrations in 
the office until December 7 and you may also register on site!  We look forward to seeing you in La Crosse:  The Cradle of 
Conservation on December 9! 

~Kirsten Moore, Office Manager 

Conservation Award Winners Chosen 
WLWCA is proud to announce that the 2009 Conservation Farmers of the Year are Peter and Suzie Arnold from Marathon County.  
The Arnolds are outstanding managers of their 166-cow grazing based dairy farm, where they earn all of their family income.  They 
are mentors and educators who have educated over 700 participants about their farm facilities and management through pasture 
walks and facility tours.  They are progressive managers who utilize superior pasture management, new parlor technology, TMR 
feed supplementation, low-cost freestall housing, and improved genetics.   

The Arnolds’ environmental management in 11 years of farming is outstanding.  Their farm has not seen tillage equipment since 
their pastures were planted, they actively manage their woodlands, and are meticulous managers of their farm nutrients.  They also 
provide grass buffers for wetlands, streams and springs on the farm, and their cattle are excluded from all woodlands.  Peter and 
Suzie Arnold will be recognized for their achievements at our annual conference in La Crosse next month. 

Kenneth Lindquist of Ashland County has been awarded the 2009 Outstanding Supervisor award.  As a lifelong conservationist, Ken 
developed the first conservation plan for the homestead farm in 1952.  Even before that, the family worked with the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration and the Soil Conservation Service and participated in available programs.  In 1959, Ken received the 
“Outstanding Young Farmer Award” for the Chequamegon Bay Area.  Over the years he continued to acquire land, building his 
home farm to about 850 acres and a beef herd totaling 200 animals.  He also raised cash crops for forage and seed, and since 1954 
has offered his skills and machinery for custom combining and hay baling in his “spare time.” 

For many years Ken has sacrificed much of his personal time to help develop and promote the National Farmer’s Organization for 
the benefit of farmers nationwide.  Ken served on the Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Board for six years and has always 
done his homework so he can understand complex agricultural issues, earning him respect from his proponents and opponents.  
Ken began his work with the Ashland County Board in 1980 and was elected as Chair of the LCC in 1980, serving on that committee 
for 27 of 29 years, remaining on the LCC as a citizen representative during his years on the LWCB.  As Ken approaches his 90

th
 

birthday, you will still find him actively managing his farm and always finding time to advise farmers on matters of agri-business, 
farm operations and conservation practices. 

~Chris Schlutt, Program Coordinator 

WLWCA and WALCE Honor Sen. Lassa 

In any legislative effort there are many people who can share the credit for successes, but no person was more influential in our 
budget success then Senator Julie Lassa.  Sen. Lassa was the go-to legislator for county conservation interests who wanted to retain 
the LWCB and save the statewide staffing allocation grant from cuts.  Her efforts within her caucus and on the influential Joint 
Committee on Finance were essential to our success.  In recognition of Sen. Lassa’s efforts and her continued commitment to 
conservation WLWCA and WALCE will make a presentation in her honor at the WLWCA Annual Meeting in La Crosse on December 9.  
Please join us in thanking Senator Lassa for her vision and her efforts in the area of soil and water conservation.  

~Julian Zelazny, Executive Director 

Legislative Update 

With the legislative session about to hit the home stretch we can look at some significant accomplishments and plan for more 
success.   
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  State Budget:  As mentioned before, we were successful in the budget process by saving the LWCB.  The budget bill passed by 
the legislature contained a mandate to the LWCB, DNR and DATCP to define new authorities and responsibilities for the LWCB 
by January 1, 2010.  The LWCB has posted a document to meet that mandate at 
www.datcp.state.wi.us/aboutus/partners/pdf/FinalDraftLWCBFuturePlan10-07-09.pdf for public comment (period ends 
November 18).  WLWCA and WALCE have submitted joint comments which you can find at the WLWCA and WALCE Web sites. 

We were also very pleased with our budget success on the statewide staffing allocation grant.  Through your lobbying efforts 
and those of conservation colleagues, we defeated proposed cuts and kept the status quo on staffing grant, retaining an 
average of about $18,000 per county per budget year. 

 Conservation Integrity/Independent DNR Secretary:  One of the four conservation priorities as adopted by the greater 
conservation community and put forward through the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters passed both chambers of the 
legislature last week.  The independent DNR secretary bill is awaiting the governor’s signature; however, Governor Doyle has 
indicated that he will veto the bill.  Please let the governor’s office know that a DNR secretary elected by the Natural Resources 
Board has greater political independence than one appointed directly by the governor by visiting 
www.wisgov.state.wi.us/contact.asp?locid=19 or by calling 608-266-1212. 

 Groundwater:  Two other priority issues for the conservation community are groundwater related.  One is a water quantity 
concern regarding the drying up of the Little Plover River.  The Little Plover is located near some high capacity wells and during 
periods of heavy use the water table is depressed to such an extent that it no longer allows flow in the river.  We are seeking 
legislation that would tie well approvals with an analysis of the local hydrology and a determination that the water supply is 
adequate for all the wells using it.  It would also require the DNR to establish a statewide conservation plan for groundwater 
resources.  Several legislative informational hearings have been held on the issue.  We believe that a bill is shortly forthcoming. 

The other groundwater issue is water quality, specifically in the five-county area in northeast Wisconsin with significant karst 
geology.  Karst refers to carbonate bedrock that is porous and fractured and leads to sink holes and other formations that allow 
surface water to run unimpeded into the aquifer.  We are seeking legislation to establish a management area in documented 
karst locations that allows for additional restrictions on the land spreading of waste on locations that are vulnerable to 
groundwater contamination.  We are working with potential bill authors on the scope of the legislation. 

Our efforts to date have been successful and it looks like we can follow success with success.  As we move forward on the 
groundwater issues it will be necessary for you to contact legislators and let them know that you support the groundwater efforts.  
Stay tuned.  We have strength in numbers. 

~Julian Zelazny, Executive Director 

2009 State Conservation Awareness Poster and Speaking Contest Held 

The 52nd annual State Conservation Poster and Speaking Contest was held in Stevens Point on Saturday, November 7.  The 
following students took the top three positions in the speaking contest: 

 Elementary Division:  First place:  Grace Hoger, Oneida County; Second place:  Megan Reinhardt, Buffalo County; Third place, 
Emily Stiemann, Burnett County.   

 Junior Division:  First place:  Cortney Runnels, Marquette County; Second place:  Benjamin Metzger, Oneida County;  

 Third place:  Tyler Baier, Chippewa County   

 Senior Division:  First place:  Cassandra Hoger, Oneida County; Second place:  Logan LaGesse, Barron County; Third place:  Leah 
Wickersham, Marquette County. 

The winners of the “Dig It!  The Secrets of Soil” poster contest are as follows: 

 Grades K-1:  First place: Katelyn Nelson, Marinette County; Second place:  Alexa Robinson, Barron County; Third place:  Hanna 
Garetson, Columbia County. 

 Grades 2-3:  First place:  Jonathan Breuer, Grant County; Second place:  Savannah Steines, Washburn County; Third place:  
Samantha Donath, Washington County. 

 Grades 4-6:  First place:  Seth Swenson, Outagamie County; Second place:  TJ Ullius, Oneida County; Third place:  Ryan Strupp, 
Washington County. 

 Grades 7-9:  First place:  Tara Schultz, Fond du Lac County; Second place:  Dana Kampa, Washburn County; Third place:  Maya 
Kamrath, Barron County. 

 Grades 10-12:  First place:  Rebecca Haverland, Grant County; Second place:  Lisa Umann, Crawford County; Third place:  Kaylee 
Thornley, Washburn County.  

 Special Needs Grades K-6:  First place:  Arlene Reiter, Grant County; Second place:  Shawn Croofoot, Oneida County; Third 
place:  Patrick Schwanz, Crawford County. 

 Special Needs Grades 7-12:  First place:  Zach Coutts, Ozaukee County; Second place:  Kory Pucker, Fond du Lac County; Third 
place:  Alex Nichols, Barron County. 

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/aboutus/partners/pdf/FinalDraftLWCBFuturePlan10-07-09.pdf
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The winning speaker from each division has been invited to present their award-winning speech at the 2009 WLWCA Annual 
Conference at the La Crosse Center on December 9 during the Wednesday evening banquet.  First place winning posters will be 
submitted to the NACD Poster Contest, and then sent back to the counties in early March, 2010.  Thank you to all of the counties 
and areas who support this program. 

~Kirsten Moore, Office Manager 

Spotlight on a Local Poster Contest:  Washington County Grows a Large, Strong Competition 

Washington County used to hold a very successful Spring Poster Contest, but in light of budget cuts, the LWCD lost its education 
coordinator and the contest fell to the wayside.  In 2007, Washington County decided to bring back this highly popular event 
starting with the "Water Is Life" poster event in the fall of 2008.  

Getting the word out to the right people was a big challenge for the county.  The LWCD distributed a mass mailing in spring 
announcing the fall contest to public and private schools county-wide.   In fall, the LWCD followed up with the schools reminding 
them of the October contest and distributing copies of the 2007 NACD poster contest winners.  The LWCD Web site was the source 
for local information.  As a result of their diligence, Washington County received about 200 posters in 2008.  Locally, U.S. savings 
bonds were awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place posters in each category. Each student received a participation award as well.  
Four posters competed at the state level and three advanced to NACD.  Washington’s 2nd-3rd Grade entry earned Honorable 
Mention at nationals.  This was wonderful press for the local schools and a great way to promote conservation to the students!  
Each of the three participating schools held an assembly to present the winning students their trophies, plaques and certificates. 
Dripper, Washington’s LWCD mascot, even made the trip to present the "Water Is Life" awards.  

In spring of 2009 Washington’s LWCD sent another mass mailing announcing the “Dig It!  The Secrets of Soil” poster contest, and 
focused specific attention on already participating teachers that could be contacted directly.  Over the summer, the LWCD 
discovered NACD’s many promotional resources and used I&E money to purchase posters, educational guides and “Dig It! The 
Secrets of Soil” booklets for all ages.  These products were mailed to all of the public and private schools with hopes to gain more 
interest in the contest and to provide assistance with a tougher subject.  A whopping 272 entries were submitted in 2009.  In 
addition to the U.S. savings bonds and certificates, trophies and ribbons were awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  A 
2010 Conservation Calendar was also created and sent to all 36 featured students and participating teachers. 

Washington County heavily promoted the LWCD, WLWCA and NACD Web sites as great sources of information.  Washington County 
also included a shortened version of the NACD PowerPoint in the teacher packets promoting next year's contest "Conservation 
Habits = Healthy Habitats". The conservation calendars also mark the October 8, 2010 due date for next year's contest. 

If you would like to share your poster or speaking contest promotional tips, WLWCA would like to spread the word about your 
success!  Contact Kirsten Moore at kirsten@wlwca.org to share.  The 2010 “Conservation Habits=Healthy Habitats” state poster 
contest information will be available at the WLWCA Web site late December.  Keep informed by visiting www.wlwca.org. 

~Stephanie Hoffman, CCA & Project Technician, Washington County LWCD 

SOC Update 

The Standards Oversight Council (SOC) work team that’s been developing a new Infiltration Trench technical standard for the Dept. 
of Commerce distributed the draft standard for broad review in October.  After the SOC Coordinator compiles and organizes the 11 
sets of detailed comments received from interested parties, the work team will reconvene to begin drafting responses and finalize 
the standard. 

The SOC work team revising the NRCS 634 Waste Transfer technical standard recently finished drafting its responses to the 66 
comments received in the Initial Review phase of standard development. As a result, a number of key improvements were made to 
the draft standard. The work team plans to hold a meeting in late November to address remaining issues and prepare the draft 
standard for Broad Review. 

The state budget bill passed this summer contained provisions transferring much of the commercial erosion control program from 
the Dept. of Commerce to the Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR). Both agencies are members of SOC. It’s expected that Commerce 
will retain jurisdiction over erosion control practices related to 1- and 2-family construction projects. At this point, negotiations are 
ongoing between the two agencies to transfer elements of the commercial building program from Commerce to DNR. Eventually, 
the agencies will sign a memorandum of understanding spelling out the new responsibilities for erosion control. 

~Kevin Hogan, SOC Coordinator 
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WLWCA Board 
Allen Carothers, President 

Buffalo County 

Thomas Rudolph, Vice President 
Oneida County 

David Hammer, Sec’y/Treasurer 
Lafayette County 

Jacob Van Dixhorn 
Sheboygan County 

Patrick Laughrin 
Calumet County 

Dorothy Burwell 
Walworth County 

Herbert Cornell 
Vernon County 
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WLWCA Staff 
Julian Zelazny 

Executive Director 

Kirsten Moore 
Office Manager 

Kevin Hogan 
Standards Oversight Council Coordinator 

Chris Schlutt 
Program Coordinator 

  

 

Calendar of Events 
WLWCA Annual Conf. Early Registration Deadline Nov 13 

WSTC Meeting, Madison Nov 19 

WLWCA Closed for Thanksgiving Nov 26-27 

LWCB Meeting, Madison Dec 1 

WLWCA Annual Conference Pre-Registration Deadline Dec 7 

WLWCA Annual Conference, La Crosse Dec 9-10 

WLWCA Board Meeting, La Crosse Dec 10 

WLWCA Member Business Meeting, La Crosse Dec 10 

WLWCA Closed for Winter Holidays Dec 24-25 

WLWCA Closed for the New Year Dec 31-Jan 1 

NACD NC Regional Meeting, Chicago, IL Jan 7-8 

LMLWCA Area Meeting, Green Bay Jan 8 

WLCV Conservation Lobby Day Jan 26 

LWLWCA Area Meeting, Oshkosh Jan 29 

NACD Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL Jan 31-Feb 3 

  

  

For more information, visit www.wlwca.org and click on  
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 Wisconsin Land & Water  
Conservation Association, Inc. 
702 E. Johnson St. 
Madison, WI  53703-1533 
(608) 441-2677  
FAX:  608-441-2677 
www.wlwca.org  

Subscribe to Thursday Note on line!  Email kirsten@wlwca.org for details. 
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