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Bad Weather, Good Spirits

The 56™ WLWCA Annual Conference was held in La Crosse on December 9 and 10, and despite some truly horrendous
weather it turned out to be a great success. Travel was difficult because of the 17 inches of snow that fell in the La
Crosse area, but most of the conference registrants were able to find their way through.

Highlights included a very informative presentation by Tim Jacobson, Executive Director of the Mississippi Valley
Conservancy and a lively dinner banquet featuring the winners of the Conservation Speaking Contests and Peter and
Suzie Arnold of Marathon County, the recipients of the Conservation Farmer of the Year Award. The attendees were
also treated to some inspirational wisdom shared by our Outstanding Supervisor Award recipient, Ken Lindquist of
Ashland County.

Issues related to the poor economy permeated the proceedings. In addition to a session on alternative conservation
funding, the financial condition of the state and county governments was also discussed around the convention center.
The financial challenges of WLWCA were also aired in detail in the WLWCA Accomplishments session, spurring a lively
discussion on the need for additional financial support.

The annual business meeting was short because the weather saw to it that we did not have sufficient members to form
a quorum. Thirty-two member counties were necessary to conduct business at the business meeting, and only 27
registered (a simple majority of member counties in good standing are needed). As a result, no association business
could be addressed.

In spite of the snow, a tremendous amount of knowledge was shared and participants were able to enjoy themselves
while the weather raged outside. We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the 2010 WLWCA Annual Conference
December 8 and 9 in Wisconsin Dells.

~Julian Zelazny, Executive Director
Additional Assessment

The WLWCA Board of Directors, on the advice of membership at the WLWCA conference, approved a budget for 2010
that includes an increased dues revenue line to close the budget gap. Members had pointed out that the budget for
2010 would be balanced if an additional assessment of $800 was applied to the dues of each current member. Some
counties indicated they would be more likely to have left over funds in their 2009 budget than in next year’s budget.
WLWCA staff is prepared to work with county staff to enable payment of funds in whatever way works best for the
county. Please contact us if you have questions.

Membership will still be defined by the original dues amount sent to you in August 2009. A letter will accompany the
appeal for the additional assessment, along with an explanation. We hope that counties will be able to find a way to
provide additional support to your state association.

~Julian Zelazny, Executive Director
2009 Resolutions

The resolutions on the agenda for the annual meeting in La Crosse did not receive a vote because of the lack of a
qguorum. Counties and area associations are free to adopt whatever resolutions they wish, and according to WLWCA
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bylaws, the Board of Directors is able to adopt policy for the association. If your area association has a position on the
resolutions in question, or any other policy matter, please make sure your board member is aware of it.

~Julian Zelazny, Executive Director
Youth Education Silent and Live Auctions Reach Goals In Spite of Reduced Conference Turnout

The folks who made it to the 2009 WLWCA Annual Conference were not only brave in the weather but also generous
with the wallet! Thank you to all of our donors and bidders! Your generous support added an extra $2,169 to WLWCA
funding of the State Conservation Awareness Poster and Speaking Contest, Wisconsin Envirothon, and WLWCA
Conservation Camp for 2010. This is about S800 less than last year’s auction results, but given the weather, WLWCA is
pleased to have enough funds to continue supporting these important programs.

WLWCA would like to take this opportunity to give special thanks to the following organizations who generously
provided items to the 2009 WLW(CA Youth Education Silent and Live Auctions: Alcam Creamery Company; Americlnn;
Berres Brothers Coffee; Bill Seep; Brad Robole; Buffalo County; Calumet County; Clark County Students from the 2009
WLWCA Conservation Camp; Chula Vista Resort; Circus World Museum; Comfort Inn; Con Agra Foods; Cornerstone
Gallery; Crawford County; Dells Boat Tours; Don Koerner; Douglas County; Down Home Collectables; Flat Pennies Ice
Cream; Frito Lay; Grant County Fair; Grassland Dairy and Boon Farms; Greg Baneck; InSinkErator; Iron County; Jerry
Nelson; Jockey; Kerstens Resort; Lake Geneva Cruise Line; Langlade County; Marie Graupner; Monroe County LCD;
Mount Olympus; Noah’s Ark; Obsession Chocolate; Ocean Spray; Organic Valley and CROPP; Original Wisconsin Ducks;
Outagamie County; Outagamie County Soil Improvement Association; Ozaukee County Planning and Parks; Peninsula
Pines Resort; Regina Nyhus; Richland County; Riesterer & Schnell; Rishi Tea; Ruth Moody; Sloan Implement; Tammy
Bender; University of Wisconsin Eau Claire; Washington County; Waupaca County; Wine & Hop Shop and Julian Zelazny;
Wisconsin River Brands; and Woodcutters.

Happy holidays and thank you for your support!
~Kirsten Moore, Office Manager

Conservation on the Land Internship Program Update

WLWCA is pleased to announce that we will receive federal funding to support this highly successful program in 2010.
While nothing is 100% assured until President Obama signs the budget, we have been notified this funding is in place.
Applications were sent to county conservationists and other partner participants earlier this week and will be accepted
on a first-come, first-serve basis. There is no deadline; however, there is a limited amount of funds available. Please
note that all counties who requested funding received it in 2009. Participating counties are expected to match
WLWCA's funds by contributing $2000, at a minimum, and WLWCA assists by posting internship opportunities on our
Web site and university sites across the state. If you have any questions, contact Chris at chrisschlutt@wlwca.org or call
the office.

~Chris Schlutt, Program Coordinator
WALCE Conference

The 2010 annual WALCE Professional Improvement Conference is scheduled for March 3-5 at the Radisson Hotel La
Crosse. The WALCE Professional Improvement Committee has put together excellent sessions and discussion forums.
For the agenda, session descriptions and registration form, please visit www.walce.org.

~Kirsten Moore, Office Coordinator
Conservation Lobby Day Scheduled in January

Please mark your calendars and register for the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters’ Conservation Lobby Day on
Tuesday, January 26, 2010. Conservation Lobby Day is your opportunity to sit down with your own legislators to discuss
how to best manage Wisconsin’s natural resources. In 2009, more than 600 citizens descended on the Capitol to share
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their conservation values with their legislators.

WLWCA is a joint sponsor of Conservation Lobby Day, helping ensure more conservation victories in the 2009-2010
legislative session. To find out more about the 2009-2010 Conservation Priorities and to sign-up for Conservation Lobby
Day, please visit the WLCV Web site at www.conservationvoters.org, or call (608) 661-0845.

~Kirsten Moore, Office Manager
SOC Update

This month, a draft of the newly revised Wis. NRCS Construction Specification 4—Concrete will be publicly distributed
for Broad Review comment. The work team that has been meeting since April 2009 to update the specification has so
far conducted one internal review of the draft (by NRCS and DATCP engineering staff) and presented a progress report
at the annual interagency engineering meeting in September. The team will be accepting comments through mid-
January, and then will reconvene to evaluate the comments received and continue to update the draft specification.

Each year, the Standards Oversight Council (SOC) asks the county land and water conservation departments across the
state to consider making a small, voluntary contribution to help support SOC’s voluntary work teams and the office of
the SOC Coordinator. These teams work hard to develop and improve the state’s conservation practice standards, which
are used by state and county agencies to design and implement projects in the field. In 2009, a year of fiscal challenges
for many state and local agencies, Burnett, Door, Grant, Lafayette, Oneida, Racine, Trempealeau, Vilas and Waupaca
County stepped up to the plate and graciously contributed funds to SOC. On behalf of the council, we extend a sincere
thank you to those counties.

~Kevin Hogan, SOC Coordinator
2009 WLWCA Annual Conference — Thank You!

The WLWCA board of directors and staff would like to thank you for registering for the 2009 WLWCA Annual
Conference. We appreciated seeing you there and enjoyed hearing your thoughts on a wide variety of conservation
issues.

We would especially like to thank Penny Pohle of Sauk County LCD for coordinating this year’s silent auction; Mary
Fagan (Juneau), Russ Hagen (Crawford), Al Hoff (Monroe), Greg Lowe (Juneau), and Simon Wells (Monroe) for serving
on our Conference Planning Committee; Columbia County, Crawford County, DATCP, Monroe County, Sauk County, and
USDA-APHIS for offering the use of their data projectors, laptops and other equipment during breakout sessions; Patrick
Laughrin for leading our live auction; J. Michael Blaska of the Wisconsin Counties Association for serving as
parliamentarian at our annual business meeting, Mississippi Valley Conservancy Executive Director Tim Jacobson, La
Crosse County Administrator Steve O’Malley, Associate Director of the Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center Robert
“Ernie” Boszhardt, and the many other speakers who offered to speak during our breakout sessions; and Dee Baker
(Crawford), Kelli Baneck (Outagamie), Dorothy Burwell (Walworth), Bruce Bushweiler (Waupaca), Allen Carothers
(Buffalo), Herb Cornell (Vernon), Dave Ferris (Burnett), Ed Hammer (Marathon), Kelly Jacobs (Vernon), Barb Jansen
(USDA-NRCS), Gary Korb (SEWRPC), Tyrone Larson (USDA-NRCS), Ginny Laughrin (Calumet), Kay McKenzie (Douglas),
Randy Mell (UWEX La Crosse) Bob Micheel (Monroe), Ruth Moody (Wood), Pat Murphy (USDA-NRCS), Bill Nass (Rock),
Dan Prestebak (Dunn), Bryce Richardson (Monroe), Tom Rudolph (Oneida), Chad Sampson (Racine) and John Sippl
(USDA-NRCS) for offering volunteer support at the conference. Your help makes our conference possible. We know not
everyone listed here was able to attend on account of the weather, but we appreciate your efforts.

We hope you will join us next year in Wisconsin Dells at the Chula Vista Resort for the 57" WLWCA Annual Conference
December 8-9, 2010. Have a wonderful New Year!

~Kirsten Moore, Office Manager
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